TESTIMONIALS 


IN  FAVOUR  OP 


DAYID  SMITH,  M.  D 


AT  FIIESENT  A  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE  SURGEONCY  TO 
THE  town's  HOSPITAL. 


TO  THE  HONOURABLE  THE  PRECEPTOR  AND 
THE  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  TOWN'S  HOSPITAL. 


Gentlemen, 

Having  already  intimated  my 
intention  of  coming  forward  as  a  Candidate  for  the  Sur- 
geoncy to  the  Town's  Hospital,  I  present  to  you,  for  your 
consideration,  the  following  Testimonials.  It  was  not  my 
design  to  have  laid  before  you  so  many  Certificates  as  to 
character,  abilities,  &c.,  but,  finding  that  the  other  Candidates 
had  differed  from  me  in  this  respect,  I  have  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  follow  their  example  ;  and  I  fondly  hope  that  if  talents 
and  qualifications  are  to  be  judged  by  Testimonials,  mine 
will  be  favourably  acknowledged  by  you. 

I  may  also  be  allowed  to  state  that  my  education  has  been 
extensive  and  complete,  having,  previous  to  entering  upon 
the  study  of  Medicine,  had  a  full  course  of  Classical  and 
Philosophical  instruction  ;  and,  besides  the  prescribed  series 
of  Classes  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  and  Licentiate 
in  Surgery,  I  had  the  benefit  of  studying  under  some  of  the 
most  esteemed  private  Lecturers,  and  was  a  Dresser  in  the 
Royal  Infirmary. 

Being  led  by  circumstances,  early  in  the  course  of  my 
medical  education,  to  see  a  good  deal  of  disease,  frequently 
the  results  of  poverty  and  wretchedness,  I  paid  considerable 
attention  to  disorders  of  this  class :  and,  I  need  scarcely  say 
that  my  present  situation — in  the  centre  of  a  populous  poor 
district — has  afforded  me  every  opportunity  of  improvement. 
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In  August,  1 833,  I  became  a  private  pupil  of  Dr.  Auchin- 
closs*,  under  whose  charge,  in  the  Town's  Hospital,  I  had 
the  advantage  of  seeing  an  immense  variety  of  disease  more 
peculiar  to  old  age ;  and  up  to  the  present  time  I  have  en- 
joyed his  friendship,  and  often  profited  by  his  experience. 
Since  I  came  to  Stock  well  Street,  nearly  five  years  ago,  I 
have  visited  in  the  Hospital  almost  every  day,  and,  in  cases 
of  emergency  among  the  inmates,  I  believe  that  I  have,  more 
frequently  than  any  other,  been  the  first  Surgeon  who  was 
called  in  to  prescribe — my  residence  being  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood. 

From  these  circumstances—but  more  particularly  from  the 
opportunities  I  have  had  of  studying  disease  among  the  poor 
and  the  aged —  I  trust  that  you  will  consider  me  duly  qua- 
lified for  Surgeon  to  the  Town's  Hospital ;  and  I  would  re- 
spectfully request  your  support  at  the  ensuing  Election. 

I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

DAVID  SMITH,  M.  D.  Surgeon. 


Glasgow,  Stockwell  Street, 
21st  March,  1840. 


TESTIMONIALS. 


From  the  Rev.  William  Freeland,  A.  M.,  Minister  of 
Buchanan. 

Buchanan  Manse,  30th  May,  1836. 

I  have  been  long  acquainted  with  Dr.  David  Smith.  I 
have  known  him  since  he  was  a  boy,  and  our  acquaintance 
has  continued  up  to  the  present  time.  He  has  got  an  excel- 
lent education,  having  gone  through  a  full  course  of  Classical 
and  Philosophical  Siudies,  as  well  as  a  complete  course  of 
Medical  Studies.  Of  his  diligence,  zeal,  and  perseverance, 
I  was  all  along  convinced.  I  h  ive  a  high  opinion  of  his 
abilities  in  all  these  departments ;  and  his  proficiency  in  the 
Medical  department  has  been  attested  in  high  and  just  terms 
by  the  Teachers  whom  he  attended,  and  by  all  who  know  his 
diligent  habits.  As  I  have  been  long  an  invalid,  I  have  had 
occasion  to  consult  several  Medical  gentlemen  of  the  first 
abilities.  I  have  repeatedly  consulted  my  friend.  Dr.  Smith, 
and  1  can  say  from  my  consultations  with  him,  that  I  am 
disposed  to  place  much  confidence  both  in  his  abilities  and 
prescriptions. — I  would  add,  which  I  think  is  of  great  con- 
sequence to  patients,  that  his  feelings  are  gentle  and  sympa- 
thizing, and  to  many  patients  this  is  as  necessary  as  medicine. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  he  will  succeed  in  his  profession ;  and 
if  my  good  opinion  of  him  in  regard  to  character  and  pro- 
fessional abilities  would  be  of  any  use  to  promote  his  views, 
it  is  fully  at  his  service. 


WILLIAxM  FREELAND. 
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From  the  Rev.  John  Graham,  A.  M.y  D.  D.,  Minister  of 
Killearn 

KiLLEARN,  11th  March,  1840. 

Having  been  informed  that  a  Surgeon  is  wanted  for  the 
Town's  Hospital  of  Glasgow,  I  have  great  pleasure  in  recom- 
mend'ng  Dr.  David  Smith  as  highly  qualified  for  that  office. 
I  have  known  him  from  his  infancy,  as  he  is  a  native  of  the 
Parish  of  Killearn,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Winter 
Sessions  at  College,  he  has  resided  here  till  he  settled  as  a 
Medical  Practitioner  in  Glasgow.  During  the  whole  of  his 
career,  I  give  willing  testimony  to  the  general  propriety  of 
his  conduct,  and  to  his  proficiency  in  his  professional  studies. 
Since  commencing  business  in  Glasgow,  he  has  been  occa- 
sionally consulted  in  cases  of  peculiar  difficulty  which  have 
occurred  in  this  parish  and  neighbourhood,  and  his  judgment 
and  attention  have  given  the  highest  satisfaction  to  his  em- 
ployers. 

JOHN  GRAHAM,  Minister. 


From  the  Rev.  Alexander  Lochore,  A.  M.,  Mi?iister  of 
Drymen. 

Manse  of  Drymen,  13th  March,  1840. 

Dr.  David  Smith  has  been  long  known  to  me,  and  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  his  many  estima- 
ble qualities,  both  pei  sonal  and  professional.  It  is  consistent 
with  my  knowledge  that  no  expense  was  spared  in  giving 
him  a  first-rate  Medical  education ;  and  of  the  manner  in 
which  he  availed  himself  of  his  many  peculiar  advantages, 
and  in  which  he  conducted  himself  in  the  course  of  his  studies, 
the  Certificates  which  he  has  received  from  his  Medical  friends 
abundantly  testify.  Since  he  received  his  Degrees,  and  com- 
menced as  a  practitioner,  he  has  not,  like  many,  laid  aside 
his  habits  of  study,  but  is,  by  every  means  in  his  power, 
seeking  proficiency  in  his  profession.  He  has  now  had  very 
considerable  experience  as  a  Surgeon — year  after  year  wit- 
nessing his  practice  increasing — and  I  have  always  heard 
him  spoken  of,  both  by  his  patients  and  his  brethren,  as  a 
most  intelligent  and  successful  practitioner.    His  manner 
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affable  and  gentle,  as  well  as  firm  and  decided,  is  no  small 
recommendation  to  him  with  the  sick.  So  far  as  is  known 
to  me,  his  moral  character  is  unexceptionable ;  and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  recommending  him  strongly  to  the  notice 
and  patronage  of  the  Members  of  the  Institution  for  the  Sur- 
geoncy of  which  he  is  a  Candidate. 

ALEXANDER  LOCHORE,  Minister. 


From  the  Rev,  Hamilton  Buchanan,  A.  M,,  Mi?iister  of 
Sfratkblafie, 

Strathblane  Manse,  17th  March,  1840. 

Having  understood  that  Dr.  David  Smith  is  a  Candidate 
for  the  situation  of  Surgeon  in  the  Town's  Hospital,  I  beg 
(unsolicited  by  him,)  to  certify, 

That  although  I  feel  myself  incompetent  to  judge  of  Dr. 
Smith's  professional  attainments,  I  have  had  opportunities  o' 
knowing  his  eminently  successful  practice,  both  in  this  neigh 
bourhood  and  in  Glasgow ;  , 

That  having  the  pleasure  of  his  personal  acquaintance, 
have  formed  a  very  favourable  opinion  of  Dr.  Smith's  steady 
and  sober  habits,  of  his  moral  character,  and  of  his  enthusi- 
astic love  of  his  profession,  and  zeal  for  the  interests  of  Me- 
dical Science; 

f^  That  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  Dr.  Smith,  from  his  talents, 
liberal  education,  and  professional  attainments,  is  eminently 
qualified  to  discharge  the  situation  for  which  he  is  now  a 
Candidate  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  gentlemen  with 
whom  the  appointment  rests,  and  with  great  advantage  to 
the  Institution  and  the  public  at  large. 

HAMILTON  BUCHANAN,  Minister. 


From  the  Rev.  Alexander  Niven,  A,  M.,  Minister  of 
Balfron. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  in  favour 
of  Dr.  David  Smith,  at  present  resident  in  Glasgow,  and  a 
Medical  Practitioner  there.  I  have  been  acquainted  with 
him  for  several  years,  and  have  always  considered  him  a 
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young  man  of  a  liighly  cultivated  mind,  and  of  varied  accom- 
plishment. At  present  he  is  a  Candidate  for  the  situation  of 
House  Surgeon  to  the  Glasgow  Town's  Hospital ;  and  from 
all  that  I  have  known  or  seen  of  him,  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
thinking  that  should  he  be  appointed  he  will,  by  his  talents 
and  general  habits,  be  a  credit  to  the  choice  of  the  Electors, 
and  of  great  use  to  the  Institution.— Given  at  Balfron  Manse, 
17th  March,  1840. 

A.  NIVEN,  Minister. 


From  the  Rev,  James  Coltart,  Minister  of  Finlry, 

Manse  of  Fintry,  19th  March,  1840. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  known  Dr.  Smith  from  his 
early  days,  and  though  I  have  not,  in  late  years,  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  seeing  him,  still,  I  never  wanted  opportuni- 
ties of  knowing  that  he  ever  maintained  an  excellent  charac- 
ter, and  by  it,  and  his  pleasing  and  unobtrusive  manners,  he 
secured  the  friendship  and  the  support  of  the  good  wherever 
he  was  known.  I  have  the  full  means  of  knovving  that  great 
attention  was  paid  to  his  education,  and  that  by  his  assiduity 
and  attention  to  his  studies,  he  amply  repaid  the  care  of  his 
relations,  and  satisfied  their  most  sanguine  expectations. 
With  regard  to  his  Medical  skill  and  attainments,  I  profess 
myself  to  be  only  a  ver}'^  imperfect  judge.  I  have  never  had 
an  opportunity  of  witnessing  his  practice,  but  I  can,  from 
authority  on  which  I  fully  depend,  fearlessly  assert  that  in 
the  neighbouring  parish,  Killearn,  where  he  first  started  as  a 
Medical  practitioner,  his  skill  and  prudence  were  universally 
acknowledged  ;  and  his  successful  treatment  of  some  very  im- 
portant and  intricate  cases  is  well  known,  and  still  talked  of 
in  the  district.  Believing  Glasgow  to  be  a  more  extensive 
field  of  usefulness,  and  where  the  labours  of  a  Surgeon  are 
better  repaid,  Dr.  Smith  left  the  country  to  practice  in  that 
city  ;  and  I  do  humbly  but  most  earnestly  recommend  him  as 
a  person  possessed  of  most  excellent  talents,  learning,  and 
unremitting  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  profession,  and 
most  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  such  as  require  medical 
advice  and  assistance. 


JAMES  COLTART,  Minister. 
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From  Thomas  GaAHA.ivi,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  L.  and  E.,  Professor 
of  Chemhlrij,  London  Unicersity  College,  Corresponding 
Member  of  the  Rjyal  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Berlin^  SfC.  S^c, 

Andersonian  University,  1st  July,  1835. 

My  friend,  Dr.  David  Smith,  has  had  the  advantage  of  a 
first-rate  Classical  and  Medical  education,  and  has  been  dis- 
tinguished throughout  the  whole  course  of  his  education  as 
a  most  zealous  and  praise-worthy  Student.  In  several  de- 
partments of  Medicine  he  has  carried  high  marks  of  distinction 
in  class  competitions.  In  my  own  department,  that  of  Che- 
mistry, 1  have  had  few  Students  whose  steady  progress  and 
attainments  afforded  me  equal  satisfaction  with  Dr.  Smith's. 
Of  his  lalents  and  qualifications  for  practice,  I  entertain  a 
high  estimate,  and  hope  to  see  him  rise  to  distinction  in  his 
profession.  Of  Ins  steady  habits  of  application,  correct  and 
unassuming  demeanour,  and  highly  honourable  conduct,  1 
have  had  the  every -day  experience  of  many  years. 

THOMAS  GRAHAM, 
Professor  of  Chemistry,  &c. 


J'^rom  WiLi  lAM  AucHiNCLOss,  Esq.,  M.  Z).,  Lecturer  on 
Prticlicdl  and  Operatite  Siir^eri^,  Surgeon  to  (he  Town's 
HospLlalj  S^c. 

GiiASGow,  1st  July,  1835. 

Dr.  David  Smith  was  a  private  pupil  of  mine  at  the 
Town's  Hospital,  for  the  period  of  six  months,  nearly  two 
years  ago.  During  that  time  he  was  regular  in  his  attend- 
ance, persevering  and  industrious  in  his  studies,  and  in  every 
other  respect  conduted  himself  much  to  my  satisfaction. 
He  had  ample  opportunities  in  the  above  Institution,  which 
contains  upwards  of  400  Inmates,  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  practical  part  of  his  profession,  and  it  affords  me 
much  pleasure  to  add,  that  he  profited  by  such  advantage. 

Dr.  Smith  is  modest  and  unassuming  in  his  manners,  and 
as  a  professional  gentleman,  I  consider  him  well  worthy  of 
encouragement  and  support. 


W.  AUCHINCLOSS,  M.  D.,  &c. 
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Glasgow,  17th  March,  1838. 

Some  time  ago  I  granted  a  Certificate  to  Dr.  Smith,  ex- 
pressive of  my  opinion  of  his  professional  acquirements. 
Since  then,  having  frequently  met  him  in  consultation,  I 
have  good  grounds  for  strengthening  that  opinion.  In  short, 
I  consider  Dr.  Smith  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  Surgeon  to  the  City  District  Poor. 

W.  AUCHINCLOSS,  M.  D. 
Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Glasgow  Royal  Infirmary. 


From  John  Couper,  Esq.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Materia 
Medica^  Glasgow  College, 

Glasgow,  5th  March,  1840. 

Dr.  David  Smith  has  been  intimately  known  to  me  for 
the  last  seven  years.  During  three  Sessions  he  attended  my 
Lectures  on  Materia  Medica  with  remarkable  diligence  and 
success,  as  his  appearance  at  the  Class  examinations  uni- 
formly showed ;  and  in  other  departments  of  his  Medical 
studies  I  know  that  he  was  equally  distinguished.  During 
the  last  four  or  five  years,  I  have  known  him  as  a  Medical 
Practitioner;  and  having  had  frequent  opportunities  of 
meeting  him  in  consultation,  I  am  enabled  to  testify  that  he 
has  devoted  himself  sedulously  to  the  duties  of  his  profession, 
without  relaxing  in  his  former  studious  habits.  His  prac- 
tice having  been  considerable,  he  has  already  added  experi- 
ence of  no  trifling  extent  to  his  other  professional  acquire- 
ments. During  the  whole  of  niy  acquaintance  with  him,  I 
have  found  him  upright  in  his  conduct,  humane  in  his  dis- 
position, modest  and  gentleman-like  in  his  deportment,  and 
steadily  devoted  to  whatever  he  undertook.  I  have  no 
doubt,  therefore,  that  if  elected  to  the  office  of  Surgeon  to 
the  Town's  Hospital,  he  wdl  execute  all  the  duties  of  tiie 
situation  in  an  efficient,  creditable,  and  satisfactory  manner. 

JOHN  COUPEH,  M.n. 
Professor  of  Materia  Medica. 


From  Gavin  Hamilton,  Esq.,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  on  Half  pay 
of  Her  Majesty's  Forces. 

Springbank,  near  Strathaven,  1 0th  March,  1840. 

In  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Gibraltar,  Spain,  and  the 
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West  Indies,  I  have  done  duty  as  a  Regimental  Surgeon. 
Since  my  retirement  from  the  Service,  I  became  acquainted 
with  Dr.  David  Smith,  whom  I  have  ever  since  considered 
as  a  person  equally  well  qualified  to  completely  discharge 
the  duties  of  either  a  Surgeon  or  Physician. 

GAVIN  HAMILTON,  M.D.,  &c. 


From  James  Wilson,  Esq.,  M.  D.,  Interim  Professor  of 
xUidwifery  in  the  University  of  GlasgoWy  SfC, 

Miller  Street,  l^th  March,  1840. 

Having  been  applied  to  for  a  Testimonial  in  favour  of 
Dr.  David  Smith,  I  can  only  state  that  I  have  known  that 
gentleman  for  about  two  years — that  I  have  attended  some 
cases  in  consultation  with  him — and  that,  from  what  I  have 
seen  of  him,  I  have  been  led  to  form  a  favourable  opinion 
of  his  Medical  qualifications,  and  of  the  way  in  which  he 
treats  his  Patients. 

JAMES  WILSON,  M.D. 


From  Robert  Hunter,  Esq.,  M.  D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy, 
Andersoman  University,  Sjc. 

Glasgow,  I6th  March,  1840. 

I  certify  that  Dr.  David  Smith  u,ttended  my  Lectures  on 
Anatomy  for  two  Seasons,  and  conducted  himself  with  exem- 
plary diligence.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Dr.  Smith  is 
well  educated,  and  fitted  in  every  respect  for  the  situation  to 
which  he  is  at  present  aspiring. 

ROBERT  HUNTER,  M.D.,  &c. 


From  James  A.  Lawrie,  Esq.,  M.  Z).,  Surgeon  to  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Professor  of  Surgery,  Andersonian 
University,  8^c. 

Glasgow,  18th  March,  1840. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  being  acquainted  with  Dr. 
David  Smith  for  some  time,  and  am  happy  to  have  this 
opportunity  of  stating,  that  the  opinion  which  I  have  formed 
of  his  character,  talents,  and  professional  acquirements,  is 
exceedingly  favourable — an  opinion  founded  not  only  oi! 
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what  I  have  myself  seen  of  him,  but  from  what  I  have  learned 
from  those  who  have  known  him  from  his  earliest  youth. 
He  has  received  a  regular  Classical  and  Medical  education, 
of  which  he  has  made  the  best  use  ;  his  feelings  and  manners 
are  those  of  a  gentleman ;  and  his  desire  to  distinguish  him- 
self in  his  profession  mo^t  laudable.  Having  been  several 
years  in  practice  in  Glasgow,  he  has  added  practical  experi- 
ence to  liis  acquirements  at  the  University  ;  and  I  feel  fully 
satisfied  that,  if  appointed  to  the  situation  of  Surgeon  to  the 
Town's  Hospital,  he  will  perform  the  duties  of  that  respon- 
sible Office  with  the  same  steadiness,  correctness,  zeal,  and 
professional  skill,  by  which  he  has  hitherto  been  so  justly 
distinguished. 

J.  A.  LAWRIE,  M.  D.,  &c. 


From  John  M.  Pagan,  Esq.,  Lecturer  on  Medical 
Jurisprudence^  S^c. 

Glasgow,  18th  March,  1840. 

These  certify  that  Dr.  David  Smith  acted,  for  a  period  of 
three  months,  as  a  Dresser  in  the  Surgical  Wards  of  the 
lioyal  Infirmary,  when  I  was  Surgeon  to  that  Institution, 
and  that  I  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  atten- 
tion and  intelligence,  with  which  he  performed  his  duties. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  add,  that  Dr.  Smith 
is,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  a  liighly  estimable  Member 
of  the  Medical  Profession,  and  that  I  believe  him  to  be  well 
qualified  to  discharge  fhe  duties  of  Surgeon  to  the  Town's 
Hospital,  for  which  situation,  upon  the  occurrence  of  an  ex- 
pected vacancy,  he  is  a  Candidate. 

J.  M.  PA  3 AN,  M.D. 


Fro7n  John  Jackson,  Esq.,  M.  D.,  Member  of  the  Facu/ti/ 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Glasgow,  Lecturer  on 
Forensic  Medicine,  &jc. 

Maxwell  Street,  Glasgow,  18th  March,  1840. 

Dr.  David  Smith,  Surgeon,  Stockwell  Street,  Glasgow, 
has  been  well  known  to  me  for  the  last  seven  years.  I  ha\  e 
had  many  opportunities  of  witnessing  his  zeal  and  industry 
in  the  pursuit  of  professional  knowledge,  and  of  learning  that 
his  attainments  in  the  Medical  profession  are  extensive  and 
Mi»hly  respectable. 
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Dr.  Smith's  Medicj.l  education,  long  experience,  amiable 
disposition,  honourable  deportment,  and  careful  attention, 
render  him  extremely  well  qualified  to  discharge  the  im- 
portant and  responsible  duties  of  Surgeon  to  the  Town's 
Hospital  of  this  City,  for  which  situation  he  is  at  present  a 
Candidate. 

JOHN  JACKSON,  M.  D.,  &c. 


From  William  Young,  Esq.,  M.  /).,  Licentiate  of  the 
Royal  College  of  iSurgeous,  Edinburgh, 

Glasgow,  18th  March,  1840. 
I  have  had  the  pleasure,  for  many  years,  of  being  well 
acquainted  with  Dr.  David  Smith,  and  have  always  con- 
sidered him  a  talented  and  accomplished  Practitioner.  His 
power  of  observation  and  reflection  are  of  a  very  superior 
order,  giving  him  a  facility  in  detecting  the  nature  of  dis- 
ease, so  essentially  necessary  to  the  successful  Practitioner. 
He  is  well  versant  in  the  knowledge  of  his  profession,  both 
theoretically  and  practically ;  and'  I  feel  confident  that  his 
character,  both  as  a  Medical  Practitioner  and  as  a  gentleman, 
will  benefit  by  investigation. 

WILLIAM  YOUNG,  M.D.,  &c. 


From  Alexander  M.  Mekzies,  Esq.,  /)/.  D. 

Glasgow,  18th  March,  1840. 

I  have  known  Dr.  David  Smith  intimately  for  many  years, 
and  have  had  constant  opportunities  of  judging  of  his  pro- 
fessional and  moral  acquirements.  His  preliminary  educa- 
tion and  studies  were  such  as  to  warrant  the  highest  expec- 
tations of  his  friends,  and  their  expectations  he  has  continued 
steadily  to  realize.  While  a  Student  he  became  conspicuous 
from  his  natural  ingenuity,  enabling  him  to  contribute  to  the 
resources  of  Surgical  Art ;  and  since  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  duties  of  his  profession,  having  repeatedly  met  him  in 
consultation,  and  having  evidence  of  his  varied  experience, 
I  feel  assured  he  has  been  equally  zealous  and  successful  in 
the  several  departments  of  Medicine.  As  Dr.  Smith  intends 
to  compete  for  the  Office  of  Surgeon  to  the  Town's  Hospital, 
and  as  it  is  of  paramount  importance  to  confer  upon  the  poor 
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a  Medical  attendant,  whose  active  benevolence  is  not  less  ap- 
parent than  his  professional  ability,  the  application  of  Dr. 
Smith  is,  on  this  account,  particularly  worthy  of  attention. 
I  am  happy  at  having  this  opportunity  of  expressing  the 
pleasure  I  have  had  in  his  acquaintance,  and  of  declaring  my 
conviction,  that,  should  he  be  ele  cted  to  this  important  Trust, 
he  will  be  found  every  way  competent  to  bear  its  respon- 
sibility. 

A.  M.  MENZIES,  M.  D. 


From  James  Paterson,  Esq.,  M  Z).,  tSc, 
18,  Great  Hamilton  Street,  18th  March,  1840. 

Dr.  David  Smith  has  been  intimately  known  to  me  for  the 
last  ten  years,  and  from  the  friendship  which  has  subsisted 
between  us  during  that  period,  I  have  had  the  best  oppor- 
tunities of  judging  of  his  moral  character  and  professional 
attainments.  Of  these  I  have  formed  the  highest  opinion  ; 
and,  in  proof  of  this,  I  have  frequently  called  him  in  to  visit 
with  me,  in  cases  of  difficulty  or  danger  occurring  in  my  own 
practice.  On  these  occasions  I  have  found  Dr.  Smith  pre- 
pared to  combat  every  emergency  with  a  calmness,  firmness, 
and  decision,  characteristic  of  an  enlightened  mind,  a  correct 
judgment,  and  of  sound  practical  experience. 

His  education — Classical,  Philosophical,  and  Medical — has 
been  most  extensive ;  and  I  know  well  that,  while  a  Student, 
he  was  zealous,  persevering,  and  successful,  as  the  numerous 
Certificates  from  his  various  Teachers  satisfactorily  testify. 
Being  a  Candidate  for  the  Surgeoncy  to  the  Town's  Hos- 
pital, about  to  become  vacant,  I  can  safely  say,  that  I  know 
no  applicant  so  well  qualified,  in  every  respect,  to  fill  the 
important  situation.  He  has  been  almost  a  daily  visitor  in 
that  Institution  for  the  last  four  or  five  years,  and  I  have 
frequently  been  astonished  and  delighted  to  hear  the  grateful 
acknowledgements  of  the  aged  Inmates  for  the  relief  and 
assistance  he  had  so  frequently  and  charitably  rendered  them. 
His  locality  being  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
Hospital,  is  of  much  consequence  to  the  Patients,  as  in  the 
event  of  sudden  illness,  or  any  accident,  he  can  readily  be 
procured.  I  am  well  aware  that  he  has  frequently  been 
applied  to  in  such  cases ;  and  I  likewise  know,  that  Dr. 
Auchincloss  has  expressed  the  highest  approval  of  his  mode 
of  treatment. 
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From  these  circumstances,  therefore,  I  cheerfully  recom- 
mend Dr.  Smith  to  the  favourable  notice  of  the  Directors  of 
the  Town's  Hospital ;  and  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that,  from 
his  amiable  disposition,  his  respectable  professional  acquire- 
ments, and  his  convenient  locality,  no  one  is  more  likely  to 
fill  the  situation  with  such  advantage  to  the  Inmates ;  nor  is 
any  one  better  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Electors. 

JAMES  PATERSON,  M.  D. 


From  Hugh  Kennedy,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Glasgow,  18th  March,  1840. 

Dr.  David  Smith  became  known  to  me  during  the  Session 
of  1830-31,  while  we  were  finishing  together  our  curriculum 
of  the  (lowned  Classes  in  the  University.  He  afterwards 
engaged  in  the  pursuit  of  Medical  knowledge  for  several 
years,  during  which  time  he  became  a  private  pupil  of  Dr. 
Auchincloss ;  and  on  that  account  had  the  privilege  of  wit- 
nessing the  Medical  practice,  as  well  as  the  general  manage- 
ment of  the  Town's  Hospital,  for  the  Surgeoncy  of  which,  I 
understand,  he  intends  to  become  a  Candidate.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  great  facilities  he  had  for  the  acquisition  of 
professional  knowledj^e,  while  under  Dr.  Auchincloss,  the 
constant  attention  he  has  paid  to  everything  connected  with 
the  Hospital,  in  a  Medical  point  of  ^  iew,  since  he  settled  in 
practice,  and  the  habits  he  has  acquired  by  his  preliminary 
education,  for  observing  and  investigating  into  any  subject 
of  a  professional  nature  brought  under  his  notice,  I  consider 
his  claims  to  fill  the  vacancy  to  take  place  in  August,  as 
highly  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  the  Directors  of  the 
Town's  Hospital,  and  equal  to  those  of  any  Candidate  whom 
I  have  heard,  is  likely  to  apply. 

HUGH  KENNEDY,  M.D. 


From  John  Harvie,  Esq.,  M.  D. 

Glasgow,  18th  March,  1840. 

Having  been  acquainted  with  Dr.  David  Smith  for  a  great 
number  of  years,  I  have  had  ample  opportunity  of  knowing 
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tiiin  both  as  a  gentleman  and  a  Medical  Practitioner ;  and  I 
have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  his  cha- 
racter as  that  of  one  truly  devoted  to  his  profession,  and 
whose  attainments  I  consider  of  the  highest  order.  Dr. 
Smith's  education,  both  Classical  and  Medical,  has  been  of 
the  most  liberal  description ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that,  if  he  shall  be  elected  Medical  Attendant  on  the 
Poor  of  the  Town's  Hospital,  he  will  give  the  most  ample 
satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 

JOHN  HAIIVIE,  M.D. 


